
The Parish Church of All Saints 
Pittville 

www.allsaintspittville.co.uk 
Parish Priest: Father David Lawrence-March 

fatherdlm@icloud.com 
 

Sunday 26th July 2026 

17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Mass at 8.00am 

The Solemn Mass at 10.30am 
 

Mass times this week at All Saints 
Monday Feria Mass at 12noon 
Tuesday Feria Mass at 11.00am 

Wednesday Sts Martha, Mary and Lazarus Mass at 6.30pm  
Eucharistic Adoration for thirty minutes before Mass on weekdays 

A priest is available to hear confessions before Mass on weekdays or by appointment 
PLEASE NOTE THE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT MASS TIMES THIS WEEK 

 
PLEASE TAKE TODAY’S MASS SHEET AWAY FOR REFERENCE 

 
Thought for the week … 

‘Jesus didn’t recruit disciples through advertising 
campaigns; it often began with a person saying to another, 

“Come and see.” An invitation.’ 
Jesus asks each of us, ‘When did you last issue an invitation?’ 

 
Welcome to All Saints. If this is your first visit we hope you enjoy sharing our 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist this morning. Do stay and join us for refreshments 
after the Solemn Mass. Father David’s duty days this week are Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 
 

Please note that there will be no collection taken during the 
Mass. Instead you are invited to place your offering in the 
collection plate located centrally in the nave before Mass. 

Gift Aid envelopes are provided for UK Taxpayers. 
 

Please keep a reverent silence before Mass begins. 
‘Be still and know that I am God.’ 

 
 

mailto:fatherdlm@icloud.com


God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; 

he himself gives might and strength to his people. 
Psalm 67:6f, 36 
 

THE OPENING HYMN 483 How shall I sing that majesty 
 

In the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 

 
Brothers and sisters: Jesus offers us an exquisite treasure, a pearl of great price, in 
the kingdom of heaven, and calls us to give our all to obtain this great treasure. Let 
us invest time and devotion to our relationship with God-in-Christ, listening to his 
Word and sharing in his Eucharist, that we might know the joy and blessing of life 
in his presence. 
 

 Lord Jesus, you save us from sin and death: 
 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 Christ Jesus, you conform us to your image: 
  Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you offer us great treasure in your kingdom: 
 Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 
THE GLORIA        At the 8 o’clock Mass 

Glory to God in the highest,     
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 



At the Solemn Mass  
THE  GLORIA  

 from the Mass of St Thomas 682 in the Revised English Hymnal 
 Refrain: Glory to God! Glory to God!  Glory to God in the highest. 
 
 
We remain standing as the Priest says, Let us pray to the Lord, before he says, 
THE OPENING COLLECT 
 

O God, protector of those who hope in you, 
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, 
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us 
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may use the good things that pass 
in such a way as to hold fast even now 
to those that ever endure. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD   Please sit 
 

 The First Reading (at both Masses)  
A reading from the first book of the Kings. 

 
In those days: The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, ‘Ask 
what I shall give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘O Lord my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know 
how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 
Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, that I 
may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 
people?’  It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. And God said to him, 
‘Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life, or riches, or 
the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and 
discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you.’ 

 
 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

(How many of our kings, presidents and prime ministers (Mr Burnham, take note!) would do 
well to imitate this prayer of Solomon as he comes to the throne … He is touchingly conscious 



of his own inadequacies and inexperience. He does not ask for anything for his own 
advantage, but just for the skills he needs to rule his people well. In reply the Lord promises 
him plenty of material rewards. Immediately afterwards, as illustration of the wisdom which 
is given to him, we have the famous story of ‘The Judgement of Solomon’, how he settled the 
dispute between two prostitutes, each claiming as her own the live baby of two, the other of 
whom had died. His wisdom became so renowned that several collections of witty and 
pungent proverbs in the Hebrew Scriptures are attributed to him. The Lord made him a 
canny businessman too, for he built up a fortune as middleman, selling horses from Asia 
Minor to Egypt, and chariots to go with them from Egypt to Asia Minor, as well as mining 
the minerals of the land. No wonder the Queen of Sheba was bowled over … The reading 
is given here perhaps to pair with the gospel picture of the disciple who in the parables brings 
out wisdom new and old.) 
 
The Responsorial Psalm: Verses from Psalm 119 (Only at the Solemn Mass) 
Please join in with the Response after each verse. 

O Lord, how I love your law! 
 
You, O Lord, are my portion; I have promised to obey your words. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than large quantities of silver and gold.  
O Lord, how I love your law! 
 
Let your merciful love console me by your promise to your servant. 
Show me compassion, that I may live, for your law is my delight.  
O Lord, how I love your law! 
 
That is why I love your commands more than finest gold, 
why I rule my life by your precepts, and hate false ways.  
O Lord, how I love your law! 
 
Your decrees are wonderful indeed; therefore my soul obeys them. 
The unfolding of your word gives light, and understanding to the simple.  
O Lord, how I love your law! 

 
 The Second Reading (only at the Solemn Mass) 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Church in Rome. 
 
Brothers and Sisters: We know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



(It is time for Paul to start summing up the benefits of the Spirit which he has detailed in this 
chapter. In his excitement he switches to high rhetoric, using a triple chain-figure which he 
uses also elsewhere in his exalted conclusions: ‘destined – called, called – justified, justified – 
glorified’.   The content about which he is justifiably so excited is that God’s chosen ones are 
moulded to the image, shape or pattern of his Son. Not merely co-heirs but conformed. To 
underline this assimilation to Christ, Paul uses every metaphor he can find: con-crucified with 
Christ, con-buried with him, con-risen with him, congruent with him. Living with Christ’s life, 
moulded to the pattern of Christ, the Christian takes on Christ’s history as his or her own. 
This is the personal aspect of being plunged into Christ’s death at baptism. The community 
aspect will be explored in the letters to the quarrelsome community at Corinth: as all 
Christians live with Christ’s life, Christians form one single body, vivified by the 
same life-giving Spirit, and therefore must help and serve one another as 
members of the same body, each contributing a different gift, one being an ear, 
one an eye, one a hand.) 
 
Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation, which is usually sung at the Solemn Mass. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
you have revealed the secrets of the kingdom to little children. 
Alleluia. 
 

 
THE GOSPEL READING              Matthew 13:44-52 
  

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 At that time: Jesus said to the crowd: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that field.  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.  ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat 
down and sorted the good into vessels but threw away the bad. So it will be at the 
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and 
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  ‘Have you understood all these things?’ They said to him, ‘Yes.’ And he said to 
them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



(Three final pictures this week from Matthew’s collection of Jesus’ images of the Christian 
community. Matthew likes pairs of parables: the dragnet pairs with last week’s darnel-
parable, the treasure pairs with the pearl. The Kingdom is an exciting and unexpected 
treasure which can change our whole life, like winning the lottery – except that God’s gifts 
change us only for the good, and fill our lives with meaning and joy. Of course we know that 
God’s call is demanding: you’ve got to pay a price for the field in which the treasure lies, or 
the genuine pearl found in a junk-shop.   The very last picture – the householder bringing 
down different food-packets, pots and jars off the shelf – is encouraging too: some are old 
favourites (perhaps the Christian values and prayers which we inherited from our families), 
but some add new flavours too, which we have discovered or been taught ourselves. If we 
listen, the Spirit is always there to show us new ways of living out our Christian 
call, an opportunity for prayer or help or service. This ‘householder’ is often thought 
to be Matthew’s own secret signature: he brings out old and new in the Christian message.) 
 
THE HOMILY     Please sit 
 Father David 
  
 
After a period of silent reflection we stand to profess our faith, in the words of 
THE NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 

I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
(all now bow up to and including ‘and became man’) 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man.   
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

We remain standing for 
THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL (THE BIDDING PRAYERS).  
     
The Priest introduces and concludes the Bidding Prayers, each petition ending, 
    Let us pray to the Lord.     
    Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY HYMN 529 O Christ the same … 
 
 
The Priest invites us to join with him in offering anew the sacrifice of Christ to the Father. 

Pray, brothers and sisters,  
that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good, and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings 
which we bring from the abundance of your gifts, 
that through the powerful working of your grace 
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life 
and lead us to eternal gladness. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Proclamation of the presence of Christ in the Community of Faith 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right and just. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues with the Preface, and after as without end we acclaim: 



At the 8.00am Mass   Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.   
         Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
         Hosanna in the highest. 
         Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
         Hosanna in the highest.  
 
At the Solemn Mass 
   The Sanctus and Benedictus from the Mass of St Thomas 682 
 
Please KNEEL OR REMAIN STANDING 
for the continuation of the Eucharistic Prayer, which includes 

  The mystery of faith. 
We proclaim your death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 

 
The Eucharistic Prayer ends   
… for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE   PLEASE STAND   

 
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

The Priest alone continues, saying: 
Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin  
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

The people conclude the prayer, acclaiming: 
For the kingdom, 
the power and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 



Then the Priest alone says aloud: 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, 
look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And with your spirit. 
 
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

All may offer a greeting of peace to those around them. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us peace. 

 
The Priest invites the people to Holy Communion 
 Behold the Lamb of God, 
 behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 
 Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,  
 but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The Priest says THE COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Bless the Lord, O my soul,  
and never forget all his benefits. 

 
Holy Communion is given with these words 
  The body of Christ.  Amen.   
  The blood of Christ. Amen.  
 
Those who have been baptised in the name of the Trinity and usually receive Holy Communion in 
their own church are welcome to do so here. If you would prefer to receive a blessing please carry 
this booklet with you or cross your arms over your chest. Some may prefer to receive Holy 
Communion in one kind only. Canon Law states that the fullness of sacramental grace is received in 
either or both kinds, the Sacred Host and the Precious Blood.  Gluten free hosts are available – 
please ask if you would prefer one. Please do not intinct (dip the Sacred Host into the chalice) 
– it is forbidden by our bishops and can be potentially dangerous for coeliacs 
and for those with gluten allergies. 
 
 
THE COMMUNION HYMN 493 Jesu, my Lord, my God, my all 
which may be supplemented with a motet from the choir 



After the distribution of Holy Communion the Priest says, Let us pray, and we stand for 
the Prayer after Communion. 
 

We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament, 
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son; 
grant, we pray, that this gift, 
which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling, 
may profit us for salvation. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE POST COMMUNION HYMN 367 All for Jesus 
after which notices may be given by the parish priest.  
 
 
Please stand for 
THE BLESSING AND THE DISMISSAL   
  
The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit. 
 
May the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds  
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
And may the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit,  
come down on you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE ANGELUS is recited in honour of the Incarnation. 
 
 The Angel of the Lord brought tidings to Mary. 
 And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
 
  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 
  Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
  Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
  pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
 
 Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
 Be it unto me according to thy word.   Hail Mary … 



 And the Word was made flesh. 
 And dwelt among us.      Hail Mary … 
 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your grace into our hearts, 
that as we have known the Incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, 
by the message of an angel, 
so, by his Cross and Passion,  
we may be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. 
Through the same Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
 

Daily Intentions for this week 
26th  Sun 17TH IN ORDINARY TIME Our parish and people 
27th  Mon Feria     The parishes of the See of Oswestry 
28th  Tue Feria     The Anglican Centre in Rome 
29th  Wed Sts Martha, Mary and Lazarus Thanksgiving for the gift of friendship 
30th  Thu St Peter Chrysologus  The Church’s rôle in education 
31st  Fri St Ignatius Loyola  The priests and brothers of the Society of Jesus 
1st.     Sat St Alphonsus Liguori  Christian publishers and booksellers 

The Daily Intention provides a focus for our personal prayers and also the intention at Mass. 
 

Next Sunday 
THE 18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Mass at 8.00am 
The Solemn Mass at 10.30am 

 

Au revoir and thanks … 
… to the choir which begins its Summer Recess after the Solemn Mass today, 

reconvening on the first Sunday in September Although we shall miss its presence 
with us over August, its absence reminds us how fortunate we are to have such a 

committed group of volunteers to lead the singing and enhance our worship. 
And, of course, grateful thanks to John, our Music and Choir Co-Ordinator. 

 
 

Cheltenham Heritage Days 
These take place during September and we are looking for volunteers to help 
as welcomers and stewards for the days All Saints will be open. Please see the 

notices at the back of church, and ask Sarah Davies and Christopher 
Seton-Smith for further information.  We’re hoping to well and truly ‘push 

the boat out’ this year but will need help from as many of you as possible. 
 



Three Saints for this week, commemorated on Wednesday 
Saint Martha, Saint Mary and Saint Lazarus 

 St Martha was the sister of St Mary of Bethany and their brother, St Lazarus. In the 
West, her feast day comes a week after that of St Mary Magdalene because of the old 
and probably erroneous tradition that Mary Magdalene was the same person as 
Martha’s sister.  Modern scholarship having made matters clearer, Martha, Mary and 
Lazarus have since 2021 been celebrated together on this day, which was formerly 
assigned to Martha alone.  Lazarus repays reflection. His resuscitation forms such a 
key part of salvation history – which is why it has a Sunday in Lent dedicated to it – 
that it is easy to forget Lazarus himself. But as Monsignor Ronald Knox says 
somewhere, he deserves our sympathy and not only our envy, because this was not 
a resurrection. Lazarus was still mortal and he had his dying to do all over again at 
some point in the future. What Lazarus thought of being brought back to Earth is not 
recorded. The presence of the incarnate Lord must have made up for the 
postponement of Heaven, but – where less dramatic circumstances are concerned – 
we should think of Lazarus when we prepare to make spectacular acts of charity on 
behalf of people who may not necessarily appreciate our interventions. Well worth 
reading is Fr James Martin’s book, Come Forth: the Raising of Lazarus and the 
Promise of Jesus’ Greatest Miracle. 
 

THE PARISH THAT PRAYS  
IS THE PARISH THAT GROWS 

 
A welcome at All Saints for all who seek to move … 

… from fear to Faith 
… from doubt to Hope 

… from hate to Love 
 

Common Worship, material from which is included in this booklet, is copyright to the 
Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England, and reprinted here under the provision of 
Canon B3, for use in the Parish Church of All Saints, Pittville, as is material permitted for use 
in the Church of England from the English translation of The Roman Missal, under the 
provision of Canon B5, and under copyright to the International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy. Scriptural texts are from the English Standard Version. 
 
All Saints, Pittville, is a Parish in the Catholic tradition of the Church of England under the 
Sacramental and Pastoral care of the Bishop of Oswestry, in the Diocese of Gloucester, and … 
 

 


